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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- It the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



2a) 



This action is FINAL. 



2b) X This action is non-final. 



3) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4)X Ciaim(s) / 1-21 and 34-62 



4a^ Of me above, claimfs) 35-J52 
5; Gaim(s) 



6} X Claim(s) / 1-21 and 34 

7) Claim(s) 

8) Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9) The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11? The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a) approved b) disapproved. 

12) The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 3) Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9{a)-(d). 
a) AH b! Some* c) None of: 

1 . Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

'2. Ce'ti^ed copies of tne priority aocuments have been received in Application No. 

3 Cw:);es of the ' f • t ; , e c: copies o f t n e p ri 0''ty documents nave been receded «n this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)}. 
"See the attached deta;!ed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



14) 



Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in Paper No. 5 is acknowledged. The 
traversal is on the ground(s) that the claims in Groups I and II require common elements and do 
not require an additional search. This is not found persuasive because the search is based on 
different reactants of Groups I and II and constitute an undue burden in that the search for group 
1 does not involve a search of group II and no error in the reasons for the requirement have been 
pointed out by Applicant. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11-21 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Minagawa"298 of record on 1449. 

The reference discloses a polymeric composition comprising reactions of 2-ortho 
alkvlhydroxybenzylpropane-l .3-diol with a phosphorylating agent (see col. 20. lines 13 et seq.) 
Such as phosphorus trichloride (see col. 19. lines 45 et seq.) Under cited conditions (sec col. 25. 

i inc^ '*2 onh' col. 32 ).. 

Note that the propanediols comprising at least one ortho-alkylhydroxybenzyl group at the 2- 
position of the 1 .3-propanediol structure and a second ortho-alkylhydroxybenzyl group can also 
be present at the same 2-position. (See col. 10. lines 32-45). Since said diols contains an aromatic 
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group (a benzyl radical) and a diol, then said diols can be read on the claimed aromatic diol. 
Further, said diols can contain an hydroxyl group and a diol group (two hydroxyl radical), the 
another diols can be considered as a polyhydric alcohol of the claims. (See col. 14, lines 35 et 
seq.). 

The disclosure of the reference differs from the instant claims in that it docs not disclose two 
specific reactants: a polyhydric alcohol and an aromatic diol to combine with phosphorus chloride. 
However, said polyhydric alcohol and said aromatic diol are included in the broad ortho- 
alkylhydroxybenzylpropanc diol of the reference with different alkyl groups then it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to select the polyhydric alcohol and the aromatic 
diol from the reference w ithin the limitations of the instant claims since they have been shown to 
be effective in a similar system and thus would have been expected to provide adequate results. 
There is no showing of unexpected results derived from sais selections. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Due Truong at 
telephone number (703) 308-2437. 



Due Truoim 




March 19. 2002 
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